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Davids(»n prepare$ for whi)~~1f 
re$earcr;!h1 fin ~h~ AtrciH~ 
On Oc tober 13, 1985, the Coast Guard icebreaker Pol ar 
Sea, on its way to Point Barrow, was hit by a sudden, 
unexpec ted and viol ent storm. Winds increased rapi dly to 
75 knots, the seas bolted from relatively calm conditions 
to an estimated 15 feet, and the ship's superstructure iced 
over. One seaman was killed as the Point Barrow's crew 
attempted to secure the vessel. 
Just five hours earlier the ship had been conducting 
hel icopter recovery operati 0 ns that requ ire good wea ther 
conditions. 
It's not unusual for Arctic weather to change quickly 
and dramatically, and the vulnerability of ships to Arctic 
( ce and weather has long been recognized by mariners, noted 
,?S meteo~logy Prof. Ken Davidson. 
lacft of data 
Providing forecasts for the region is even more diffi-
cult than in the mid-latitudes because of the lack of 
observational data and a limited understanding of the in-
teractions between the atmosphere, the ocean, and snow and 
ice pac k s. 
That's why Davidson got involved in the Marginal Ice 
Zone Experiment (MIZEX), a cooperative international exper-
i ment funded by the Office of Naval Research. 
U. S. researc hers have been joi ned by sc i entific teams 
from West Germany, France, Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Nor-
way, Switzerl and, Irel and, Canada and the United Kingdom 
for experiments in the areas of acoustics, biology, ice 
dynamics, meteorology, oceanography and remote sensing. 
Davidson, chairman of the meteorological component of 
MIZEX, said, "There has not been, at one time, such a 
compl ete mul ti di sc ipl i nary projec t." 
On the fce 
After spending six weeks in the marginal ice zone of the 
East Greenland Sea in 1984 for a summer experiment, he is 
currently prepari ng for the more turbul ent winter studies 
to be conducted in 1987. 
n M IZEX 184 was a dri fti ng experi ment, foe u sing on the 
'j:rnysical processes which occur with the change of seasons. 
Said Davidson: "We wanted to study the melting and movement 
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JBl&!&! Ambassadors 
~!i"esell'lli free COfiilCSlri 
DIrO ~D01g" lHla~~ 
.. 
The Jazz Ambassadors, the 
Army's official touring jazz 
ensemb 1 e from W ashi ngton, 
D.C. will present a one-
night free concert at King 
Hall, Friday evening, Oct. 
24 at 1930. 
The Jazz Ambassadors pre-
sent a uni que sound of ori-
ginal compositions and crea-
tive arrangements of tradi-
tional and modern big band 
music, which will appeal to 
all jazz lovers. 
The concert is being 
sponsored by the Military 
Affairs Committee of the 
Monterey Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce. 
Tickets -are available on 
a fi rs t-come, fi rst-serve 
basis from the chamber's 
office at 380 Alvarado 
Street. 
White House science 
advisor to speak 
The W hi te "Hou se Sc i enc e 
Advisor, Dr. William R. Gra-
ham, will be the Superinten-
dent's Guest Lecturer next 
week. 
The 1 ec tu re, sc hedul ed 
for 1515 on Oct. 21 in King 
Hall, will be "T he Em erg i n 9 
National Agenda for Sc i ence 
and Tee hnol o gy. " 
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From the Superintendent 
by RADM Robert C. Austin 
SUPERINTENDENT IN NORFOLK 
While in Norfolk a week ago, I spoke to CINCLANT and 
some Atlantic fleet type commanders. One of the most 
substantial discussions took place over a lunch with eight 
ships commandi ng officers, a squadron commander and a young 
1 ieutenant from one of the ships. 
I discussed the Naval Postgraduate School and my vi-
sion of what it would do for the Navy in the 21st century 
through the postgraduate education of our naval officers -
you. Only one from thi s group of commandi ng officers had 
been to the Postgraduate School because their community had 
encountered restricted opportunity to attend NPS owing to 
the needs of the service. 
They all supported advising their junior officers to 
apply for admission to the Postgraduate School but, at the 
same time, found themselves wanting to have better personal 
experience and facts to support that recommendation. I 
told them that, while I could give them many accounts in 
support of advanced education at NPS , I felt it would be 
best for a 1 ieutenant or 1 ieutenant commander at NPS as a 
student to comment fi rst hand on the meri ts of the Post-
graduate School's programs. 
I'll be asking members of the submarine, aviation and 
surface warfare communities at NPS to help in the develop-
ment of three short videotape programs -- to candidly tell 
their fellow naval officers about the Postgraduate School. 
I want to give your first-hand impressions. If I'm 
correct that you will become the mettle of the 21st century 
Navy, then you're in the best and very privil eged position 
to tell them about postgraduate education and its meaning 
to the Navy. 
Campus notes 
by John Sanders 
Coll eagues of Prof. Sherm B1 andin, who will soon retire 
as chairman of the national security affairs department, 
recently presented hi m with the resu1 ts of a thei r newly-
created, unbi ased, stati stically-va1 i d, Facul ty /Staff Opi-
nion Form. Bl andin rated outstanding on each of the four 
survey items -- collegial ity, abil ity to sign forms, abil i-
ty to crack the whip and, perhaps most crucial to the 
. success of any department chairman, abil ity to stay awake 
at conferences. Congratul ations on the final report card, 
Sherm. 
It's not too often that a physical education major can 
mate an academic transition to science and engineering. L T 
Austin Boyd, an electrical and computer engineering/space 
systems student (who actually recei ved a bachelor's degree 
in physiology), not only made the switch but a1 so added new 
meaning to the concepts of motivation and achievement. 
Boyd received accolades for his thesis research from a 
international gathering of distinguished space scientists 
during a meeting earlier this month in Vienna, Austria. 
ArcUe reseBlrrch 
(frOlll page one) .. . 
of th~·ic~ ·~··'.ttie evolutlol 
and changing of the ice ' 
edge. 1 he atmosphere and 
ocean control these changes, 
and the processes are simply 
not well understood." 
The researc h obj ec ti ves 
will change significantly 
for the next year's winter 
MIZEX. Then, the major pur-
pose of the experiment will 
be to examine the sometimes 
explosive weather systems 
called "po1ar lows." 
Semnnar offell's odeas 
on hifong Ihancllncapped 
The Equal Employment Op-
portunity Office wi 11 spon-
sor the program, "Hire the 
Handicapped and Disabled 
Veteran Through the Central-
ized Applicant Referral SYSC-
tern (CARS), II on Oc t. 23 fro 
0830-1000 in Sp-101A. 
The speaker will be Mr. 
Glenn Halsey of the Califor-
nia Employment Development 
Program. This presentation, 
part of the required four 
hours of annual trai ni ng in 
EEO for managers and super-
vi sors, is open to anyone 
who wants to learn more 
about this new program. 
Register in advance with Liz 
Cl ark, ext. 3052. 
Beat the traffic 
Tired of fighting the 
URBAN CRAWL? Traffic jams 
got you down? The Assoc i a-
tion of Monterey Bay Area 
Governments may have the 
answer - a "Guide To Commut-
ing In The Monterey Bay 
Region". This brochure de-
scribes transportation al t 
ternati ves to make your com-....".,. 
muting and shopping trips 
easier. For a copy, call 
Jerry Courtright in CPO on 
ext. 3055. 
